
  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                

 

 

Dr Launikonis received his PhD in Muscle Physiology at La 
Trobe University, Melbourne, in 2000, in George 

Stephenson’s lab.  He then received a CJ Martin Fellowship (NHMRC) to pursue 
a postdoctoral position at Rush University Medical Centre, Chicago in 2002. He 
returned to Australia in 2006 to establish The Muscle Research Lab at the 
University of Queensland.  He is currently an Australian Research Council 
Future Fellow.  The focus of the Muscle Research Lab is to elucidate the 
mechanisms that control intracellular Ca2+ dynamic in healthy and diseased 
skeletal muscle, with an emphasis on the ryanodine receptors, store-
dependent Ca2+ channel and the t-tubular and sarcoplasmic reticulum 
CaATPases.  Launikonis’ lab has pioneered imaging Ca2+-dependent fluorescent 
dyes inside the t-system of mechanically skinned fibres, and recently turned 
this technology to fibres isolated from human muscle biopsies, allowing the 
measurement of ryanodine receptor and related Ca2+-handling protein activity 
in healthy and diseased muscles from human.   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12:00noon till 1:00pm 
followed by a light lunch 

For more information please contact Assistant Professor Gina Ravenscroft 
E: gina.ravenscroft@perkins.uwa.edu.au  
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